March 19, 2010

Senator Givens’ Frankfort Report

FRANKFORT – As we wrap up the fiftieth legislative day, the Senate continues to build on our body of work by passing bills addressing domestic violence, education, drug use and treatment, and government efficiencies.

House Bill (HB) 1, also known as “Amanda’s Bill,” aims at better protecting victims of domestic violence by clearly laying out the process for judges to order a GPS-enabled ankle monitor.  Passed unanimously from the Senate after much input from prosecutors, judges, and victim advocates, the legislation also allows a judge to extend an emergency protective order (EPO) continuously up to 90 days without requiring a victim to return to court in person if the alleged abuser did not show up in court.  Furthermore, the court will be able to refer the victim to the county attorney for potential criminal charges and facilitate such a meeting. While current domestic violence law is mostly a civil issue and not a criminal one, the Senate’s version of HB 1 will now tie the two together to protect victims even when they are pressured. By consulting with the county attorney, domestic violence victims will have someone advocating for them who cannot be bullied into submission by their abusers.  The bill now returns to the House for agreement with our changes. If the two chambers cannot agree on either’s plan, the bill will go to a conference committee of both chambers’ legislators to arrive at a compromise.

The Senate has historically shown a strong commitment to education and businesses, this was again demonstrated this week with the passage of Senate Bill (SB) 28.  SB 28 is legislation designed to streamline skilled workforce education for our high school students and match those skills with existing Kentucky employers.  This exciting new option will allow area businesses to get involved with Kentucky vocational schools to ensure that upon graduation, these Kentucky students have the best chance at filling job openings in skilled workforce fields.

The impact of illegal drugs touches many in our community.  How to prevent it and how to treat it are issues that local and state officials constantly grapple with.  Senate Bill 211 focuses on convicted drug offenders by prohibiting all convicted meth offenders from purchasing cold medicine containing precursors such as pseudoephedrine and ephedrine.  Offenders’ names are held in a database administered by the Kentucky Office of Drug Control Policy that pharmacists can reference.  It tracks retail sales of these precursors which are the primary ingredients in methamphetamine.  This will not cost the taxpayer.  The manufacturers of these cold medicines pay for the computer system through a multi-state program administered by the National Association of Drug Diversion Investigators. This is another tool we can use to deter the “one-pot” cookers as well as those in danger of returning to the dead-end lifestyle of drug addiction.

Currently, methadone and other narcotic treatment centers can be located just about anywhere without input from the local community.  Senate Bill (SB) 200 regulates the licensure of these centers by addressing the inconsistencies in the current regulations.  The bill clarifies what documentation is needed for licensure of a narcotic treatment center. It establishes a 90-day period for a center to declare their intent to operate in a community and establishes a protocol that includes local governments in the licensure process.  Further, SB 200 defines the relationship between the treatment center and the local hospitals, jails, and law enforcement agencies before the license is granted.  It also creates transparency in the contracting of medical personnel, individuals owning or controlling the centers, and the financial operations of the centers.  In one instance, a methadone clinic was opened just up the street from a school.  With this bill, the decision about where to open up a center will be up to the community.

Also related to helping our business community, Senate Bill 214 requires Kentucky’s workers’ compensation self-insurance group to refund about $62 million of its $154 million surplus to policyholders.  This surplus is above the required $357 million that the fund is required to keep for paying claims.  In this economy, businesses need whatever help they can get – these funds belong to them and do not need to be held back.  Senate bills head to the House of Representatives now for their review.

Members of the Senate Appropriations and Revenue Committee, continue to meet to weigh the budget options.  I expect a budget proposal will be presented next week.  As always, please feel free to call our toll-free message lines with any concerns at 1-800-372-7181 or TTY 1-800-896-0305.  You can also find us on the World Wide Web at www.lrc.ky.us. 

