January 22, 2010

Senator Givens’ Frankfort Report

FRANKFORT – This week the State Senate honored our veterans and worked to help our hospitals better treat stroke victims.  As we protect our freedoms at home, we also honor those who protect our freedoms abroad.  Senate Bill 29 is our annual attempt to help veterans who seek state employment. Under SB 29, those who qualify for veterans’ preference points in our state merit system would be automatically offered an interview for the jobs they seek. If more than five people qualify for those interviews, the agency would have to interview at least five of them. The bill covers not only veterans but also the spouses and parents of certain disabled veterans, the widowed spouses of veterans, and some parents of those who die during their service.
Another bill honoring veterans, Senate Bill 30, will allow our state’s Military Family Assistance Trust Fund broader access to help military heroes and their families who need help. We recognize that military service requires many sacrifices on their part, both physical and emotional, and we want to make sure they have every opportunity to keep their families healthy and whole. The current law covers only housing, utilities, groceries, health insurance, and child care costs, but our legislation would allow the adjutant general to make grants for other reasons — to visit a dying loved one, for example.

A third veterans-oriented bill, Senate Bill 31, would vastly reduce the paperwork needed to open new medical foster homes, small residential facilities approved by the federal Department of Veterans Affairs that serve as alternatives to nursing homes for veterans. These alternatives to traditional nursing homes could save $50,000 or more every year per patient, a great savings to the government and a boost in the level of care for our veterans.
Furthermore, the State Senate passed Senate Bill 1 which would recognize hospitals that have received primary stroke center certification for providing disease-specific protocols and processes for stroke care.  Kentucky is one of 12 states in the so-called “stroke belt” which means we have one of the highest stroke occurrences and mortality rates as a consequence of stroke.  This certification will encourage hospitals to have the tools in place to respond quickly and effectively to strokes.  Already, 12 hospitals have been certified.

Finally, I voted for Senate Bill 2 which is a constitutional amendment that states that any expansion of gambling must be done by a vote of the people.  However, the bill failed to attract the 23 votes required to pass a constitutional amendment due to a party-line bloc vote.

The Governor gave his State of the Budget Address this week and I was disappointed in his lack of leadership.  He gambled on getting gaming revenues this year.  This is unrealistic and his proposal met a muted response in both the House and the Senate.  In fact, the House Speaker called the gambling issue “dead.”  Members of both parties feel that the Governor abdicated his responsibility to provide a budget.  The Senate and the House of Representatives will now begin the work of developing a sustainable budget that uses our limited resources in a common-sense and responsible way.

If you would like to call me with any questions or comments regarding this week’s issues or anything else, the toll-free message line is 1-800-372-7181roger@klingeman.win.net.  The TTY message line is also toll-free, 1-800-896-0305.  For more information on pending legislation and the General Assembly, you can visit the Legislative Research Commission website at www.lrc.state.ky.us.  
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