February 5, 2010

Senator Givens’ Frankfort Report
FRANKFORT – This week, the Senate pushed for government transparency, expanded voter participation, and the protection of private property.  

In these tough economic times, families are especially aware of where their household revenues are distributed.  In the same way, government must be equally accountable.  Last Fall, many of you read about the egregious expenses of the Kentucky League of Cities (KLC) and the Kentucky Association of Counties (KACo).  The Senate responded unanimously by passing two bills aimed at making government and quasi-governmental groups more accountable to the taxpayers.  

Senate Bill 40 requires all three branches of government to put their spending records online as a searchable database by January 1, 2011. The databases would be updated monthly, with information in the state’s electronic accounting system being updated weekly.  The information would include the amount and description of the spending along with any documentation available electronically.

Senate Bill (SB) 87 extends the same requirements to the Kentucky League of Cities and the Kentucky Association of Counties, both funded by dues and insurance premiums from local governments. In addition, SB 87 requires an annual audit of each group’s finances, with the state’s Auditor of Public Accounts given access to the findings.  SB 87also incorporates into law some of the recommendations made by the Auditor including mandates for formal procurement, compensation, and ethics policies.

The Senate also passed Senate Bill (SB) 123.  SB 123 establishes a centralized database for pawnbrokers by Kentucky State Police (KSP).  In 2008, the value of all property stolen in the Commonwealth of Kentucky through larceny, burglary, motor vehicle theft, etc. was over $130 million.  Of that sum, law enforcement in the Commonwealth recovered property valued at only $34 million. This is a serious loss to Kentucky citizens and our visiting tourists.  Fact remains that the longer it takes to locate stolen property, the less chance there is that it will be recovered and returned to its rightful owner. A centralized database, where the pawnbrokers will keep a register of all liens and purchases, will help law enforcement recover stolen property.  The legislation is a joint effort between KSP and pawnbrokers.

I sponsored Senate Bill 85 which passed the Senate as well this week.  This will expand the Kentucky Milk Commission’s non-voting membership by three.  Adding representation from the Kentucky Farm Bureau, the Division of Public Health Protection and Safety, and the UK Agricultural Experiment Station reflects positively on the significant roll the dairy industry plays in Kentucky’s economy.  With dairy farmers spending approximately $4,500 per cow annually, Kentucky’s 86,000 cows represent a direct investment of $387 million in rural communities.

Finally, if there are lessons to be learned from the political climate in Kentucky or in our nation, it is that no one wants to have their views ignored or dismissed.  No one wants to be shut out of the political process.  Everyone should be welcome to participate in the political process and that is the aim of Senate Bill 53.  Senate Bill 53 allows registered Independent voters to vote in either the Democratic or Republican Party primaries.  To ensure integrity in the process, if you are an Independent, you must be registered no later than December 31 immediately preceding the primary.  This is the same date as the ability to switch parties.  This assures that those voters are committed Independents and are not doing something to inappropriately influence the primary of a party in bad faith.

All of these bills now go to the House of Representatives for consideration. 

We are one month into the 2010 Legislative Session.  I encourage you to call me on the toll-free message line, 1-800-372-7181.  The toll-free message TTY line (hearing impaired) is 1-800-896-0305.  For more information on pending legislation and the General Assembly, please visit the Legislative Research Commission website at www.lrc.ky.gov  

