February 12, 2010

Senator Givens’ Frankfort Report
FRANKFORT – The Senate passed significant legislation this week focusing on education, veterans, and agriculture.  Although we await the House finishing their budget proposal, we continue to plan balanced solutions that meet our citizens most pressing needs without additional taxes.

Public education addresses the needs of a broad range of students.  Thankfully, Kentucky teachers and school administrators dedicate themselves to challenging our best and brightest, motivating our at-risk students and assisting everyone in-between.  Senate Bill 67, which passed in a bipartisan vote, provides an early graduation option to high school students who meet course requirements, grade point average, and college readiness standards.  A student who completes an early graduation program will receive an “Early Graduation Scholarship Certificate” with the approximate value of 24 credit hours at KCTCS and may be utilized at any two- year or four-year SACS accredited postsecondary institution in Kentucky.  The rigorous requirements and scholarship opportunities in this legislation provide challenge and reward for those students that wish to diligently apply themselves.  Senate Bill 65 requires principals, guidance counselors, and teachers to complete a minimum of two hours of self-directed instruction in suicide prevention each school year.  It is our hope that improved suicide prevention education will enable our school professionals to better reach out to troubled kids who may be contemplating suicide.  These bills now move to the House for consideration.

The Senate has always tried to honor our men and women in uniform for the sacrifices that they have made to the Commonwealth and our country.  House Bill 75 expands the state hiring preference honoring military service by adding five or ten preference points to a military-connected individual's examination score used for state hiring in classified positions.  In addition, it would require state agencies to interview no fewer than five finalists who are eligible for these preference points.  It mirrors a Senate bill that we have passed for several years now.  It provides me with great satisfaction that the House has concurred with us in our commitment to veterans.  House Bill 14 allows disabled Kentucky veterans to stay up to three nights free of charge at our state parks subject to availability.  Again, these veterans have sacrificed their own health for our freedoms and providing a stay at one of our beautiful state parks is but a small token of our appreciation.

We can rely on Kentucky livestock producers to put food on our tables.  I sponsored Senate Bill 105, which passed the Senate this week, to create and authorize the Kentucky Livestock Care Standards Commission.  This 14-member panel will create guidelines to address animal well-being, agriculture best management practices, and herd health while protecting the quality of our food supply.  Few of our livestock producers will know this panel exists because the vast majority of our Kentucky producers operate wisely and with the utmost care for their livestock.  However, every Kentucky producer will benefit as this commission protects their investments and farm operations through common-sense and scientifically-based standards.

According to news reports, the House will be providing a budget framework to their members next week.  I will be following these developments closely with the knowledge that while dollars are tight, the state still has the responsibility to provide adequate services to the best of our financial ability.  Even so, we must be certain that we are using the dollars as efficiently and effectively as possible.  Successful budgeting requires allocating limited funding based on our current revenues in order to best meet the needs of the taxpayers we represent. 

I invite you to call me on the toll-free message line, 1-800-372-7181 with any questions or concerns.  The toll-free message TTY line is 1-800-896-0305.  For more information on pending legislation and the General Assembly, please visit the Legislative Research Commission website at www.lrc.ky.us 

