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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 4, 2011
Senator Givens’ Frankfort Report
FRANKFORT – The General Assembly returned to Frankfort this week after the January recess to continue our thirty-day session. Education issues, promoting job growth in our state and saving taxpayer dollars were themes that emerged.
On Tuesday, we gathered in the House chamber to listen to Governor Beshear give his State of the Commonwealth address.  Unfortunately, I consider his perspective somewhat unrealistic. The Governor talked about the “prospective” jobs has created, minimized our looming public pension crisis, and offered false solutions to our runaway Medicaid spending epidemic. 
The State Senate passed several employer-friendly bills during our first week in January. For instance, we need a new comprehensive tax system that levels the playing field and lets both families and businesses know what to expect, something that Senate Bill 1 encourages.  Senate Bill 2, an act relating to retirement, reflects an ongoing discussion to address pension underfunding and the risk retirees’ face with fund failures.  The Governor talked about “filling” the Medicaid shortfall by moving unexplained savings in efficiencies from the second year of the budget to the first year in order to balance the books. The numbers would be easier to take into account if he had not also promised $125 million in savings which have yet to materialize. A Senate committee will be rigorously looking over these numbers.

On a separate matter, the Senate proposed to the House that we shorten the legislative session by six days which would save about $400,000.  After the Special Session last year, many of you complained, and rightfully so, about the expense of the extra session. I agreed, especially in light of the fact that the Governor proposed and the General Assembly passed essentially the same budget that the Senate passed during the regular session.  It is my hope that the members of the House will agree to the change in calendar.

Several important education, transportation and agriculture bills will be considered next week as well as other legislation.  There is more than enough time to make your opinion heard by leaving a message toll-free at 1-800-372-7181 or TTY 1-800-896-0305.  You can also keep up with legislative meetings via the Internet at www.lrc.state.ky.us and the Senate bill at the bill status line 866.840.2835.
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