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February 28, 2011
Senator Givens’ Frankfort Report
FRANKFORT – As the 2011 General Assembly Session draws to a close, many committees start to meet more frequently in order to address any unfinished business. Our mornings are occupied with committee meetings, reviewing bills with staff, and meeting with different advocates on the issues.

Since Republicans have been in the Senate Majority since 2000, we have stopped over a $1 billion in taxes and even last year, we gave a loud “NO!” to a budget that would have saddled Kentucky with a billion dollars in bonded indebtedness and over $300 million in taxes. More and more people are demanding similar from the federal government.  This week, we were pleased to host Senator Rand Paul, Kentucky’s junior senator, as he visited Frankfort to urge the passage of Senate Concurrent Resolution 134.  

SCR 134 asks the federal government to pass a constitutional amendment that would not only limit federal spending to annual revenues, but would also prohibit tax increases or unfunded mandates on states. Those limits could be waived by a two-thirds vote in both chambers of Congress. The plan also allows flexibility in times of war or military conflict. Some estimates project the United States’ debt to increase by $10-13 trillion within the next ten years – this is unacceptable. We must bring financial order to our government.

One highlight of this week was to have US Marine Corps member, Corporal Dakota Meyer from Greensburg, Kentucky, visit our Senate chambers on Thursday.  Cpl. Meyer has been nominated for the prestigious Medal of Honor, the highest honor given by the United States Military.  Kentucky currently has only two living Medal of Honor recipients. Cpl. Meyer was nominated for this award as a result of his courageous actions on September 8, 2009, when, during a firefight in the Kunar province of Afghanistan, he charged into enemy fire to retrieve the bodies of five fellow servicemen. He has already received a Purple Heart for the extraordinary bravery and valor that he demonstrated on that day.  As I stated on the Senate floor, in honoring him we honor the dedication and valor of each brave man and woman that boldly and skillfully do what is required to maintain peace and preserve freedom in the world.


Keeping with our Senate tradition, honoring our veterans either through protecting military funerals to creating a Military Families Trust Fund, the Senate passed House Bill 173. This bill will exempt members of any branch of the United States Armed Forces based in Kentucky from having to obtain a license to engage in sports hunting or fishing on any military property located in Kentucky. 

In addition, we have been studying two important issues that will see votes next week. The Pew Center on the States has been working closely with both local and state authorities to look at updating our penal code. House Bill 463 passed both the House and the Senate Judiciary Committee.  Senate members will be reviewing this bill over the weekend with a vote scheduled for early next week.  Another important issue is looking at the question of the shortfall in Medicaid. The Governor would like to move funds that he expects to save from future efficiencies but I am concerned that this may be a shell game played with tax-payer dollars.  In the last budget, the General Assembly directed the Governor to implement cost-saving measures but it appears that this has never been done.  The Senate Appropriations and Revenue Committee has had several meetings so far and we will have to come to a resolution next week.

The deadline has passed to introduce any new bills and we are fast approaching the end of the session. There is still opportunity for you to discuss any bills still in the pipeline by calling me toll-free at 1-800-372-7181 or TTY 1-800-896-0305.  You can also find us on the Web at www.lrc.state.ky.us. 
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